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Appendix A—Bishop Notes: Activity in March 2023 
by Bishop Kae Madden  

Personal:  Time spent in preparation for Lent and Holy Week for COB.  The month has gone by in a blur.  Good 
news for our grandson Aiden – all clear and check-up in six months.  Thanks be to God.   Plan to take the 
week following Easter as comp and vacation time.   

 
Listening and Relationship building 
Participate as available in weekly regional clergy prayer/sharing on Friday mornings 
Meeting with clergy members: David D., Scott, Kathleen, Jim 
Planning to bless the 301 Covenant at Mary of Magdala with the Episcopal and Lutheran bishops on May 31st.  
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Administration 
Spoke with Greg Y about the monthly budget format and budget for 2023-24.  He assured me that he could 

provide ongoing “bookkeeping” services as he regains his health.   
Staffed Len’s Interspirituality Retreat Friday night and Saturday.  FYI:  Not a good choice on my part in terms of 

use of time but was due to lack of tech assistants at CoB.  I/we won’t commit CoB again until we have 
better staffing and quality of sound on zoom.   

 
Advocacy/Presence/Consultation 
 
Liturgies/Sacraments 
If you are in the neighborhood…CoB engages in centering prayer and contemplative walk on the first Sunday 

of the month at 6:30 a.m. 
CoB invites you to share in person or on zoom our Easter Vigil at 9 p.m.   
Planning for the sacrament of confirmation at MoM on May 7. 
 
Formation 
Continuing discernment with candidates Mike and Christy 
Continuing work on forming a local Education Team to accompany our candidates’ learning and to determine 

MDiv Equivalency and what classes need to be substituted and/or added for Bishop Kemper School of 
Ministry.  Scott and Teri are part of the team.  Some progress : )  

 
Local 2023 Synod Planning:   
Planning meeting on March 9th. Working with Anne B and Rosean on the liturgy March 17th.   Next meeting 

April 17th.    Bishop Francis is arriving on Friday, April 21 and leaving on Monday - +Pablo is going to host 
him – may need volunteers for transportation to and from the airport.   

 
ECC 
Council of Bishops 

 Monthly meeting on March 13th, extra meeting on March 20th, extra meeting March 31.   

 Mid-America working on their process for election of a bishop. +Pablo visited March 18-29   

 Continuing to work on ordination and incardination standards and the requirement to submit same to 
the Council of Bishops prior to approval 

 Follow up on the amendment regarding the role of deacons.  +Pablo will convene a discussion.  The 
lived experience of deacons in the RMR is different than the role of deacons in Lutheran and Episcopal 
churches in relationship to the bishop not pastor.  

 Continued conversations with St. Matthew’s and +Peter  
 

With the Leadership Council: pending 
Pending: Continued work on members to form the Standing Hearing Committee (Appeals board) regarding 

constitutionality – I am unaware of anyone volunteering from the HOP or HOL and perhaps someone has.   
Pending: Continued work to form a commission regarding education standards for ordination 
Pending: Review of the approval process for ordination of clergy 
 
Consulting with Pablo:  Phone calls and meetings to discuss the current climate and functioning of the ECC, 

perspectives. 
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Appendix B—Ecumenical Engagement Report for RMRC 03 30 2023 
submitted  3/28/2023 by Fr. Michael Nicosia 
 

KEY POINTS and ACTION ITEMS  

 NEED RECOMMENDATION on Easter Sunrise slide. 

 Michael likely assuming role of Recording Secretary for CCC Board. 

 Michael and family appreciative of condolences shared re Rosemary’s death. 
 

REGIONAL & NATIONAL COLLABORATIONS 
3/2 participated in Gun Violence Prevention Lobby Day;.  
Attended ACP-Café Advisory Board Meeting 3/9.  Considering dissemination of findings on CCC website and other venues; 

also may send to listening circle communities (Dr. Nowels available for follow-up visits) and participants in team’s clergy 
survey. 

3/16 Represented CCC at the Colorado Saints Chorale and Orchestra of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
presentation of Rob Gardner's Lamb of God Oratorio.   
At VIP reception, met Steve Ringelspaugh, Director of Outreach with Beautiful Redemption, a partner of 
https://www.careportal.org/meet-needs/church/ providing connections between church communities and at-risk 
children and families in need. Sent contact info to ECC Synod2024 planning team and his offer to do a breakout session at 
Synod about CarePortal. 

Presided at StP 3/11, MoM 3/19 and Dignity 3/26. 
3/27 participated in Together Colorado’s Faith & Justice Lobby Day.  
3/28 Participated in Independent Catholics meeting to discuss current and furture collaborations. Think Tank discussion 

scheduled for 12:30 MT on 4/18 
Coordinated 3/29 Soup&Speaker Event at StP "Can We Have a Serious Conversation About Gun Violence?" with the father of 

Columbine victim Daniel Mauser, Tom Mauser of Colorado Ceasefire and Colorado Faith Communities United to end gun 
violence (CFCU)  
RSVP at https://www.stpauldenverecc.com/event-details/can-we-have-a-serious-conversation-about-gun-violence (will 
send out a Zoom link for remote participants who RSVP) 

As a side ministry, I created and posted a series of #CelebratingDrag memes to counter the wave of anti-LGBTQ legislation 
around the country. 

Posted Regional Synod info on website. 
Participated in weekly regional pastor prayer/sharing. 
Circulated advocacy updates, incl. CCC posts. 
 

COLORADO COUNCIL OF CHURCHES – 3/22 Board Meeting  

FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

•Invited to apply to CO Health Foundation’s Congregational Land Grant Survey; several churches interested in 

partnering with us. >$100K for 2-3 years with which we’d hire an organizer.  

•Interfaith Alliance of Colorado interested in forming another, separately funded coalition. 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE UPDATES progressing.  
•Only question: haven’t heard from organization who did live-stream yet; may be additional expense if 
another provider needed. Expect to retain donation capable.  
•Need 2 volunteers per board member to help with collection. Scouts possible for helping with handouts, but 
numbers available in question.  
•Reserved seating and parking price raised; interest already. 
 

https://www.careportal.org/meet-needs/church/
https://www.stpauldenverecc.com/event-details/can-we-have-a-serious-conversation-about-gun-violence
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VOICES FOR JUSTICE ADVOCACY UPDATE  

•Half-time reports, several published, encouraging volunteers to step up in advocacy. 

Shift workers bill shot down due to lack of consensus on advanced scheduling. School issues volunteer 

submitted report bill seeking student and parent protections re suspensions.  

•Adrian has received queries about CCC position on Park Hill Gulf Course development ballot: development or 

conservation easement. Very local issue (president for taking a position), but it is an affordable housing issue, 

with possible conflicts regarding care of the environment. Controversial in African American community; 

concern about developer commitment to significant affordable housing (10% too low). May be too hot an 

issue with conflicting interests; not enough time to take a position. We were asked to take part in the process, 

but had decided local churches should be involved. Consensus not to take a stand. 

 

ADVANCE CARE PLANNING EVENTS still trying to get more communities involves to round out data points, 

funded by Dr. Nowels. Second grant in works for dissemination of findings. 

 

OFFICER VACANCIES 
•Vice Chair, Roland willing; Adrian checking by-laws 
•Recording Secretary, Michael willing 
•Election at April meeting 
 
BOARD RECRUITMENT UPDATE  
•Olivia’s last meeting as Stated Clerk and CCC Board Member 
•Plains & Peaks Presbytery has a possible candidate 
•Rodney Perry American Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains 
•RMR UCC person interested 
•ELCA candidate dropped out due to health crisis 
 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH MOVIE SCREENING—WOMEN TALKING still under consideration; board members 
haven’t viewed it yet. 
 
UPCOMING 2023 MEETINGS  April 19 and May 24, 2023 
 


