Board of Directors Meeting
Rocky Mountain Region of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion
Meeting Notes
July 3, 2025, 6:00 PM on Zoom
Host: Church of the Beloved Facilitator- Alice Bradley; Scribe- Dennis Giblin

Present: Alice Bradley, Rosean Amaral, Tom Moos, Teri Harroun, Dennis Giblin, Kirsten Barnard, Anne Grant
Excused/Absent: Steve DeHass, Don Sutton, Greg Yonker, Bp. Kae Madden

Meeting started at 6:05 pm and ended at 8:17 pm.

Zoom Details -
Join Zoom RMRC Meeting —July 3, 2025, 6:00 pm

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82286928813?pwd=LHdDWdeMDvuAphR78ZAILLMdpv7msL.1

Meeting ID: 822 8692 8813
Passcode: rmrc

Opening Prayer/Regional Prayer

Holy One,

Enlivening Spirit,

In the wilderness of new,

Root the Body of Christ

Fully into our “Yes”,

Blooming in Your Holy Season.
Together, Amen!

Regular Business:
1. Welcome guests. - None
2. Personal check-in.
3. Approve Notes/Minutes from RMRC June 2025.- Approved with one correction and addendum
of the abbreviated minutes from the meeting.
4. Agenda Additions/Approval. - No additions/changes. Approved as sent.
5. Financial report. - Accepted as sent
6. Bishop’s report - N/A: Bishop on leave through July 21.
7. Vicar’s report - N/A: First month that Michael is no longer serving as Vicar.
Leadership Report (HOL and HOP Steering Committees) - Two ECC deacon ordinations (nationally)
at Saint Stanislaus. HOP will be sending out newsletter in the next day or two. ECC is looking for a
new Chancellor. Don Pachuta will lead the Spirituality and Spiritual Growth group. Dolores Kropf.
East region will have a retreat. The 2026 National Synod planning committee might move the location
from Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN to Eden Prairie, MN due to another huge event happening that same
weekend. Tom forwarded the following HOL update from Mary Lu Stenson after the meeting: The
biggest priority right now is deciding whether the entire Communion should promote a national “safety
training/program?” for clergy and laity working with vulnerable populations. In addition, the HOL
Steering Committee is doing some minor wording rework of the HOL bylaws.’
Note from Tom: Instead of Leadership Council Report, | wonder if we should rename that section of
our agenda/minutes to simply say “ECC Leadership Report”. We’re not really getting Leadership
Council information anymore but instead, summaries of the HOP and HOL steering committees. | think


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82286928813%3Fpwd%3DLHdDWdeMDvuAphR78ZAlLLMdpv7msL.1&data=05%7C02%7Calice.bradley%40ucdenver.edu%7C7b659050250e434f085b08ddb8f2634a%7C563337caa517421aaae01aa5b414fd7f%7C0%7C0%7C638870073364037831%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gelNqG4r9whPo2NZAqLufA6ZTAoW6M8VzP5hAgAxE9E%3D&reserved=0

it is fine to relabel that section’s title in the minutes whether we agree to this renaming as a Council or
not but we can briefly discuss in August’s meeting.

Parking Lot (not necessarily to talk about this time, but don’t lose these)

Decision is to leave all but b.in the Parking Lot

a. Kae-invitation on how to support undocumented parishioners at this time (from March 2025)
- Potential to be on agenda for next meeting - Dennis to follow up with Bp. Kae.

b. CCC 100" Day of 47 panel (from March 2025) - Done, take off list

c. Create a process to evaluate sponsorship requests (tabled from Feb 2025)

d. Election (maybe) of next RMR bishop (tabled from Feb 2025)

Community Updates

STP: Working toward future leadership. Meeting as a community with a change facilitator.
Looking to the future: what qualities in a leader do we need to meet these goals. Kirsten
would like to educate her community on the importance of the region to the community.
Funeral today for a parishioner’s sister. Got a new musician today. That has been really
good to fill the void with Fr. Michael leaving.

MoM: This past Sunday had a joint worship service with the Episcopal and Lutheran
brothers and sisters. Tom Moos gave the homily on the nature of discipleship. Will be
celebrating Mary of Magdala’s Feast Day on July 20th. The three churches deciding if they
will have a safe parking lot for homeless people who are living out of their cars. Five to
seven cars a night. Rosean is building support among the three faith communities and have
yet to seek feedback and support from the church’s neighbors. A lot of ongoing work trying
to support the immigrant community in Fort Collins. A sub team focusing on ecological
issues. Set up a station for Bike to Work Day. 500 cyclists stopped by.

COB: Fr. Frank presided 2x. Mother Rosean is presiding this weekend. Participated in the
Denver Pride Parade. A wonderful day of ministry - about 10 people from the church. The
1619 Project book discussion/retreat: surprise blessing that Linda Land-Closson, Jane
Reina, and Joan Crawford are leading the discussion. What started as a regional effort,
blossomed into a national effort.

LOC: 20th anniversary this past month. Lutheran siblings did LOC's Pride booth because it
clashed with the 20th anniversary celebration. Started another lay preaching group and
merging them together. Challenged people to write "Easter" stories that are used as the
first reading. The lay homilists team and herself are integrating the Easter stories which
were randomly assigned to Saturday liturgies into their preaching.

COHEF: Had a follow-up session with Bp. Kae. Asking people willing to step up replace folks
who have been doing things for years. Three people stepped up. Father Jim is scheduling
the presiders. Family Promise - Hoy Family volunteering with them. Partner with Christ the
Savior Lutheran church. Provide volunteers to make meals, overnights, drive families to
day site, etc.

Old Business

1. Regional Synod 2025 Planning Committee Update-Teri - Next team meeting scheduled July 9.
Prayerful day — Theme: Where is the Spirit is Taking Us? Father Scott Jenkins will be the
keynote speaker. Looking for a Q & A after. Need to advertise we need help. We are
connected to each other and are on the same journey. Areas where we need help: Hospitality,
Registration, AV Tech, Liturgy, Music; contact Teri or one of us by July 31st. Opening session
in the afternoon to share ECC 101. Looking to freshen up the ECC 101. Alice and Tom will



review previous PowerPoint and digital video recording of the last presentation to amend for
synod. Kirsten will help with visual adaptations.

2. Any new legislation or changes to propose to the RMR Constitution or By-Laws before
Regional Synod? (see Teri’'s email sent June 27th) and notes from June meeting copied here:
Review current RMR Constitution to determine if we need new legislation (tabled from Feb
2025). Based on inputs, we're trying to avoid legislation at regional synod. However, given time
constraints before Oct 2025, Kae suggested scheduling a deadline for Constitution reviews
and collecting inputs and proposed a separate meeting on the morning of Aug 2, 10-11am —
Note: this meeting has since been cancelled as there seems to be no pressing need and no
changes have surfaced.

Teri pointed out that there is nothing in the constitution or the by-laws that this has to happen
at the Synod. Teri pointed out that we probably need to put together a process for amending
the constitution and/or the by-laws. Also, we should put on the Accountability Calendar the
documents should be reviewed once a year by the council. New members should read the

constitution and by-laws and discuss them with other council members. Link to the regional
Constitution and bylaws: https://www.rockymountainecumenicalcatholics.org/documents

3. ECC 101 Updates - action item: Needs to be updated. Make it more interesting. Alice, Tom,
and Kirsten volunteered to clean it up and make it more interactive.

4. Mid-Term Review Update (including prioritizing and deciding on what/who/ and how to fill
aspects of Michael's role as Vicar) status update. 10 priorities: need to discern what parts of
Michael role we can move forward with. Teri read off the priorities. Cross pollination, sabbath,
and education. We are doing some of the cross-pollination already, and clergy support. We
could put more energy into regional gatherings. Self - care: encourage individual councils to
address this issue.

Action items: Teri will draft and send for our review a reply to participants. Here is what we
heard. Here is what we are already doing. Here is what we propose to do going forward. Each
community to provide their strengths: what are they doing well and can share with the other
communities.

Items 5 - 8 are deferred to next meeting.

5. Denver PRIDE 2025- No regional presence this year. COB’s Anawim ministry coordinated
COB’s participation in the parade. COB’s Anawim ministry coordinated COB’s participation in
the parade. Shall we add this to the Accountability Calendar to begin discussion in February so
as not to miss the opportunity for a Regional Booth?

6. Clarification of roles in the RMRC-Greqg clarified the roles and several operating definitions of
our RMR Board at the June meeting. He wrote this up and sent out the document included at
the end of these notes as an Appendix. Any additional discussion needed at this time?

7. Regional Website, FB page, other social media, “preaching”, social justice: Begin a
conversation about overall purpose/focus “guardrails” for these resources. Who is the
audience of each of these tools? What does the audience need from the tool? How do we
evaluate information to best represent RMRC/ECC with these tools?

8. Pastoral Care Training Session-The training will be held on Saturday August 23rd, from 10am
to 2pm at Church of the Beloved. Reminder to inform appropriate leadership in your
community and to please RSVP to Alice at COB.

New Business:


https://www.rockymountainecumenicalcatholics.org/documents

1. From Kae the day before she started her leave... Is our region interested in hosting an ECC-
wide prayer or educational event this year? The Estes Park Synod participants suggested
more opportunities for interaction nationwide.

Closing Prayer: Dennis

Lead Rotation of 2025 RMRC Meetings: Aug 7 CHF; Sep 4—LOC; Oct 2-STP; Nov 6-MoM; Dec
4—-COB; Jan 1 or 8?-CHF; Feb 5-LOC; Mar 5- STP; Apr 2-MoM; May 7-COB; Jun 4-CHF; Jul 2-LOC

Appendix A: Bishop Notes: Activity in June 2025

Bishop Kae was on leave of absence so there were no Bishop Notes this month.

Appendix B: Greg Yonker Write-Up on RMRC Legal Status

RE: Minutes from RMRC meeting, June 5,2025, 6 PM on Zoom

Response to Action Item 6. Greg to write up legal status, roles, officers, federal and state tax filing
status, who writes checks, long term minute storage, contacts and access to website and social
media

Legal Status: Rocky Mountain Region of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion, Corp. is a domestic
Nonprofit Corporation formed on 08/06/2021 under the law of Colorado and is in good standing with the
Office of the Secretary of State of the State of Colorado.

Officers: The Regional Council selects a Chair, a Secretary and a Treasurer. Pursuant to a meeting of the
Board of Directors reflected in RMR Board Minutes dated November 2, 2023, 6:00 PM by Zoom, Dennis
Giblin was nominated and accepted the nomination of Board Chairman. Rosean Amaral is the Secretary.
Greg Yonker is the Treasurer. Kae Madden is the President as the local Ordinary.

Roles: The Regional Bishop is the official representative of the Rocky Mountain Region of the ECC, and
as such shall function as the President of the Corporation as recognized by the State. Rosean Amaral
functions as the Secretary. Greg Yonker functions as the Treasurer.

Federal and State Taxes:

e Churches are automatically considered tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code (IRC) if they meet the requirements. They are generally not required to apply for
recognition of exemption from the IRS, but many choose to do so to help donors verify their tax-
deductible contributions and increase transparency.



e Religious organizations that do not qualify as a church (e.g., non-denominational ministries,
organizations primarily for religious study) typically must apply for tax exempt status with the IRS
using Form 1023 or 1023-EZ (for smaller organizations).

e Form 990: While most tax-exempt organizations are required to file an annual information return
(Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N), churches are exempt from this requirement.

Colorado State Tax Exemption:

e Income Tax: Organizations with federal 501(c)(3) status are automatically exempt from Colorado
state income tax.

e Sales and Use Tax: Colorado allows charitable organizations to be exempt from state-collected
sales tax for purchases made in the conduct of their regular charitable functions and activities.
While a broad exemption for 501(c)(3) organizations' purchases is generally available, you must
apply for this exemption. Colorado imposes sales and use tax on religious organizations' sales
with limited exemptions.

e Registration with Colorado: While federal 501(c)(3) status grants state income tax exemption,
religious organizations seeking exemptions from sales and use or property tax generally need to
apply for these separately with the Colorado Department of Revenue.

Checks: Pursuant to a meeting of the Board of Directors reflected in RMR Board Minutes
dated December 2, 2021, 6:00 PM by Zoom, Greg Yonker can sign checks up to $1500.

Archive Location of Meeting Minutes: RMR Board minutes are posted on the Regional
Website after being approved by Board of Directors as a function of monthly Meetings:
https://www.rockymountainecumenicalcatholics.org/documents

Contacts and Access to Regional Website and Social Media: Pursuantto anin person
meeting of the Board of Directors reflected in RMR Board Minutes dated May 3, 2025, 9:30
AM at 6th Avenue UCC, Denver, Tom Moos expressed his willingness to be the Admin of the
Regional Website https://www.rockymountainecumenicalcatholics.org

We need someone to take over social media and the administrator of our FB page. Purpose to share
regional, national, and CCC news and calls to action. It would be nice if someone shares important
posts on other platforms.

https://www.facebook.com/Coloradoecc



